
Declaration of Religious Support 
 

VERMONT DECLARATION OF RELIGIOUS SUPPORT FOR THE FREEDOM OF SAME-GENDER COUPLES TO MARRY 
As religious people, clergy, and leaders, we commit ourselves to public action, visibility, and education to support the right and freedom of  
same-gender couples to participate in civil marriage. We oppose the application of  sacred texts and religious traditions for the purpose of  
denying legal and social equity to same-gender couples. 
 

We affirm the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that provides the right to freedom of  religion. The State may not require religious 
groups to officiate at, or bless, same-gender marriages nor may it favor the convictions of  one religious group over another to deny 
individuals their fundamental right to civil marriage.  By the same token, a denial of  civil recognition dishonors the religious convictions of  
those communities and clergy who do officiate at, and bless, same-gender marriages.  
 

We recognize that a separate system that legally recognizes same-gender couples creates a harmful stigma for those we support and love in 
our community.  Although civil union protections have remedied some of  the financial and legal inequities, the denial to participate in the 
status of  civil marriage is a social injustice that fractures our communities, harms those we love and sends a message of  government 
sanctioned discrimination.   
 

As religious people, clergy, and leaders, because marriage is a basic human right and an individual choice, we support full civil marriage for 
same-gender couples. 
 

 

I wish to add my signature to the Declaration of  Religious Support for the Freedom of  Same-Gender Couples to Marry.  
 
Signature __________________________________________ 
 

_____ I am signing as an individual member of  the clergy or religious leader 
_____ I am a lay leader  
_____ I am signing on behalf  of  my congregation and you may list my congregation on the Declaration 
_____ I am signing on behalf  of  my faith-based organization and you may list my organization on the Declaration (If  checked, your 
congregation’s name will be listed on the Declaration.) 
 

REQUIRED  
Personal Contact Information      PLEASE PRINT 
 

Denomination_______________________________________________________ 
 
Title _______ First Name _________________________ MI ____Last Name_______________________________  
 
Mailing Address ___________________ City______________ State____ Zip ___________ 
 
Telephone ________________________ Cell_______________ Fax _____________________ 
 
Email __________________________________Congregation/ Organization Position _________________________ 
 
 

Please provide the congregation you’re affiliated with. We will not publish it unless otherwise directed.  As a faith leader, your 
name on the declaration can help in both the community you reside in and where you work. This is helpful information. 

 

Congregation/ Organization Contact Information    PLEASE PRINT 
 
Congregation name ______________________________________________ 
 
Congregation Address _______________________ City ____________ State _____ Zip _________ 
 
Congregation Telephone _______________________ Fax ______________________________ 
 
Congregation Email ____________________________________________ Website _____________________________ 

Mail to:  VFMTF, P.O. Box 481, South Hero, VT 05486 
 



 


